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Enhancing Animal Health Emergency Management 

Capabilities in Canada’s Livestock Industry

Building Awareness, Understanding, 

Capacity & Sustainability

Presented to

FORUM2019

Market impacts To Canada‘s Livestock Industry

From A Serious Animal Disease Outbreak
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AHEM Activities

1. Industry Protocols for Policy Gaps

• Voluntary cease movement / vaccination / depopulation / animals in transit…

2. Plans & Handbooks (Tranche II)

• Another 12+ provincial AND 3+ national = 75% of industry

3. Industry Awareness (Tranche I Partners, and then Tranche II)

• Simulation workshops for producers…. ICS executive-level training for boards 

to facilitate staff engagement…  Awareness tools (web, brochure)

4. FMD Recognition / FAD Response: Training for Private 

Practitioners

• Web based…. C/E credit…. with CFIA, CVMA and EuFMD Commission

OUTCOMES

Awareness – Understanding – Capacity – Sustainability
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Serious Animal Disease Outbreak:  The Scenario…

Martha and Jon operate a small mixed farm in the Southern Interior of BC

• 1st generation back to the land farmers

• Self-described ‘natural / organic’ production system

• 20 sows

• offspring and product are marketed locally

• 18 weaners and 2 cull sows shipped last week to 4 different destinations

• 1 destination is a heifer replacement farm near Merritt, BC, that supplies several 

larger dairies in the Lower Fraser Valley.

• 50 beef cows, 2 bulls

• largely closed herd on intake

• calves shipped last week to 2 auctions in Southern Alberta

They’ve called a veterinarian to address lameness, now that it’s spread from pigs to cattle

This year they had 2 ‘homestay’ students from China, one of whom just returned a 

month ago from a family wedding at her uncle’s farm…

Serious Animal Disease Outbreak:  Question…

Is the livestock industry ready to effectively 

respond to a serious animal disease 

outbreak such as the one described in the 

previous scenario?

An outbreak across the many different 

commodities and provinces? 

Requiring effective coordination with federal / 

provincial government partners?
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FORUM2020

• We have a year to think and prepare

• While ASF plans and strategies progress

• While AHEM collaborates with colleagues at CFIA, AAFC-

LMIS, the provinces and industry groups

• Can we 

• plan a discussion-based simulation, 

• for a serious animal disease outbreak, 

• testing industry / government collaboration, 

• in a multi-species / multi-province outbreak

• Funding & coordination by AHEM 

• Direction / Oversight by NFAHWC / AHC / CFIA

See you at Forum 2020!
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