
CVMA Activities and Programs

Supporting Antimicrobial 

Stewardship

CVMA

One profession, One strong voice.

Une profession, une seule voix.





CVMA Antimicrobial Stewardship

One profession, One strong voice.

Une profession, une seule voix.

“How do CVMA activities and programs 
contribute to implementation of 
recommendations from the NFAHW 
Council AMU/AMR Advisory Statement”

� What are implications/impacts for 
CVMA & veterinary profession?
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Antimicrobial stewardship is a priority 
issue for the CVMA

What have we been doing?

� Antimicrobial position statements
� Antimicrobial prudent use guidelines
� Advocacy, awareness and education
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Antimicrobial Use in Animals 
Key Elements:

• Veterinarians are uniquely positioned to assess benefits/risks 
of AMU in animals, and also the public health risks.

• Veterinarians have a responsibility to educate clients on the 
importance of AM stewardship and appropriate use.

• AMU should only be done within a valid VCPR

• ELDU – evidence-based, CgFARAD withdrawal intervals req’d
(PUGs)
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Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (APIs)
- bulk raw chemicals used to manufacture drugs – not 
intended to be administered directly to animals

Key Elements:

• Administration of APIs directly to animals carries without 
appropriate oversight carries inherent animal health & food 
safety risks as well as risks to trade

• CVMA supports regulatory change that is intended to stop 
such direct use in animals
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Importation of Veterinary Products

Key Elements:

• CVMA position developed to address Health Canada’s ‘own 
use’ provision that allows importation of unapproved non-
prescription veterinary drugs (original policy for 90 day 
supply of human drugs for personal use – continuity of care)

• CVMA does not support OUI of unapproved drugs, 
especially antimicrobials or their use inside of on-farm food 
safety programs
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Objective of CVMA PUGs: 

- to provide veterinarians with practical, evidence-based 
decision-making tools that promote responsible antimicrobial 
use.
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Livestock Antimicrobial Use Guidelines

• Published in 2008

• Guidance for veterinarians on treating common bacterial 
diseases in cattle, poultry and swine.  

• Recommendations are evidence-based, structured using the 
VDD Categorization for importance of antimicrobials in human 
medicine.



Beef Treatment Table 



Antimicrobial Prudent Use 

Guidelines

One profession, One strong voice.

Une profession, une seule voix.

Companion Animal Prudent Use Guidelines

Antimicrobial SmartVet

• Unique, innovative “app” decision tool for 
smartphones & tablets

• Launched in March 2014

• Initial app development funded by CAHI
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Companion Animal Prudent Use Guidelines

Antimicrobial SmartVet

• Urinary tract infection first tool loaded onto platform

• Skin infections will be next tool 
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CVMA supports regulatory change that allows for 
appropriate oversight of antimicrobials.

CVMA has been urging Health Canada to make 
regulatory changes to address OUI and API loopholes 
since 2002 when they were identified by HC’s 
Advisory Report (Dr. Scott McEwen 2002).
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CVMA is encouraged by HC/CAHI phase out of growth 
promotion AMU, and supports further regulatory 
changes HC has proposed to close long-standing gaps:
HC proposed framework March 2013:

• OUI – excludes antimicrobials from own use 
importation

• APIs – importation of APIs allowed for licensed 
establishments only (stops direct use of APIs in 
animals).
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Summit of Veterinary Leaders 
CVMA Convention 2014

• “Antimicrobial Stewardship - A New World Order” 
Presentations from experts in veterinary and human 
medicine

• Dr. John Prescott – Canada is in a ‘golden moment’ 
to improve antimicrobial stewardship
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Summit of Veterinary Leaders 
CVMA Convention 2014

• Reaffirmed the need for Canada to have an all-
species, all-sector strategy (agric, human & vet 
med) to address growing concerns around AMU & 
AMR (e.g. UK Antimicrobial Strategy led by CVO & 
CMO)
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Summit of Veterinary Leaders 
CVMA Convention 2014

All-species, all-sector strategy to address 
antimicrobial stewardship:

� Coordinated national and provincial AMU/AMR 
framework aligned with OIE recommendations

� Close regulatory loopholes allowing 
implementation of a comprehensive national 
surveillance system that accurately tracks AMU



ThankYou!
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